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Abstract: A three-phase model of a deformable porous medium
saturated with a mixture of liquid and gas is presented. The deriva-
tion of the model is based on the theory of Hyperbolic Thermo-
dynamically Compatible systems (HTC) applied to a mixture of
solid, liquid and gas. The resulting governing equations are hyper-
bolic and satisfy the laws of thermodynamics (energy conservation
and entropy growth). Based on the formulated nonlinear model,
governing equations for modeling the propagation of small am-
plitude seismic waves are obtained. These equations have been
used to study the variability of wave fields caused by temperature
changes in geological media with porous structures saturated with
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1 Introduction

Modeling seismic wave fields in the upper layers of the Earth’s surface
depending on environmental conditions is an urgent task, in particular for
developing Arctic territories. For example, global warming with rising tem-
peratures leads to the thawing of permafrost, increasing the risk of disasters
associated with the loss of load-bearing capacity of permafrost layers. An-
other example is the possible sudden release of methane produced by the
decomposition of gas hydrate in sedimentary rocks as temperatures rise.

In this regard, there is a need to monitor possible events in the upper
layers of the earth when the temperature changes. One possible tool is to
track the variability of seismic wave fields depending on the surrounding
conditions. To understand the processes of wave propagation in permafrost
formations and gas hydrate accumulations, it is necessary to have a mathe-
matical model that allows us to describe processes when external conditions
change, in particular, when temperature varies. As the temperature in-
creases, the structure of permafrost changes, the ice it contains melts, and
pores filled with water, which may also contain gas, are formed. Similarly,
in gas hydrates, as the temperature increases, their degradation occurs with
the formation of pores containing both liquid and gaseous phases. Thus, to
simulate wave processes in the specified structures, a model of wave propa-
gation in porous media saturated with a multiphase mixture of liquids and
gases is required. This paper deals with the modeling of wave processes in a
porous medium, which is considered to be a three-phase mixture consisting
of a deformable skeleton saturated with a mixture of liquid and gas.

Currently, the Biot approach [1, 2] is the most widely used to model pro-
cesses in saturated porous media; see, for example |3, 4| and the references
therein. In recent considerations [5], Biot’s approach was used for the mod-
eling of three-phase systems where the effects of partial saturation and the
presence of different immiscible fluids (e.g. oil and gas) were taken into ac-
count. This generalization of Biot’s model requires the introduction of a
large number of additional material parameters, and it is unclear whether
this approach can be applied to more complex environments. In addition,
models based on Biot’s theory are essentially linear, and it is problematic to
use them to describe nonlinear processes with large deformations.

In this paper, an approach based on the Hyperbolic Thermodynamically
Compatible (HTC) systems theory [6, 7| is used to describe multiphase
porous media. The class of HTC PDE systems includes many well-posed
models of continuum mechanics, and in addition the formalism of HTC sys-
tems theory can be applied to design new models of complex media; see [§]
and references therein. The governing differential equations of HTC mod-
els are well-posed, and their solutions satisfy the laws of thermodynamics
(energy conservation and entropy growth). The application of the theory
to the modeling of porous media can be found in [9]-[11]. This paper is a
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continuation of [12], [13] and its purpose is to study the properties of wave
fields depending on the changes in temperature.

The paper is structured as follows. In Section 2, the general three-phase
model for the deformed porous medium saturated with the mixture of two
fluids is formulated. In Section 3, the linear PDE system for small-amplitude
wave propagation is derived from the general nonlinear system. Section 4
includes a series of numerical test simulations that demonstrate a significant
influence of temperature variations on the properties of the wave fields near
the freezing point of the saturating liquid. A numerical scheme obtained by
the staggered grid finite difference approach is presented in the Appendix.

2 DMaster system of HTC governing equation for multiphase
compressible flow in deformed porous medium

The general form of the governing equations that describe the flow of a
mixture of compressible fluids in a deformable porous medium is based on a
generalization of the HTC model of a saturated porous medium presented in
[9]. The generalization can be formulated using the HT'C model of multiphase
compressible fluid flow [14] with an arbitrary number of components. We
limit ourselves to considering a saturating fluid consisting of a mixture of
two compressible fluids. Thus, we consider a three-phase medium which is
a mixture of a deformable solid and two fluids. Each phase is characterized
by its volume fraction in the mixture: a; and ao are the volume fractions
of fluids and «ag is the volume fraction of the deformable solid. Assume
that the saturation constraint a1 + as + ag = 1 holds, which means that
porosity ¢ is defined as ¢ = a3 + as = 1 — a3. The master system for
formulating the model, presented below, is written in terms of mixture state
variables p = a1 p1+agpa+asps - mixture density; ¢; = ayp1/p, ca = aap2/p,
c3 = azps/p - phase mass fractions (c1+co+c3 = 1); v' = c1v} +02v§+03v§ -
mixture velocity; wi = vi —vi, wh = v§ — v} - fluid velocities relative to solid
phase. The deformation of the medium is characterized by the distortion
matrix A;x of the entire mixture. The entropy s characterizes the thermal
state of the mixture under the assumption of a single entropy approximation,
which is applicable for small variations in phase temperatures.
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Thus, the complete master system reads as

opv’ Apv'v* + p?Bybi + wy, By + pApiEay,)

i = =0, (1)
.
ot (e )
agia n 8(Pca1’;; PE.1) -0, a=1,2, (4)
ous | a(wggx: Be) | @@j . g:;) — Ak a=12 (5)
o Oty v 0
i

This system consists of the following equations: (1) is the total momentum
conservation law for the mixture, (2) is the mass conservation law for the
mixture, (3) is the evolution equation for the distortion, (4) is the mass
conservation law for fluids (phases 1 and 2), (5) is the equation for the
velocities of fluids relative to the solid phase, (6) is the balance equation
for the volume fraction of fluids, (7) is the balance law for the entropy of
the mixture. Summation over repeated indices i, j, k,... = 1,2,3 is implied.
Summation over repeating phase indices a,b,c = 1,2, 3 is not implied unless
otherwise indicated using the summation symbol.

The source terms —W;,, —A¥ —®, in equations (3), (5), (6) control the
dissipative processes in the mixture and correspond to inelastic deforma-
tions, interfacial friction, and phase pressure relaxation to a common value,
respectively. The source term @ in the entropy balance law (7) is the en-
tropy production term, which, as we will see below, is nonnegative due to
the definition of dissipative terms.

The main closing relation that defines the fluxes and source terms in the
system (1) - (7) is the generalized internal energy E, which depends on the
state variables p, A, c1, c2, a1, g, wt, wh, s. The source terms in (3), (5),
(6) are defined via thermodynamic forces - derivatives of E with respect to
the state variables E,, Ea, , Euy,, Ec,, Es. The formulas for calculating the
source terms are as follows:

2 2

1

Po=p) baBoy Ag=) AaBup Vin= 5B, a=12 (8)
b=1 b=1
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Here, ®, describes the relaxation of phase pressures to a common value,
AZ simulates the interfacial friction between phases, and W, is the rate of
inelastic deformation of the entire mixture. Relaxation parameters ¢up, Agp,
0 may depend on state variables, and ¢, Aqp are assumed to be symmetric
with respect to a and b due to Onsager’s principle. The source of entropy
production @ in the law of entropy balance is expressed as a quadratic form
of thermodynamic forces

2 2
(qusabE%E% + ZZ)\abEwkE 5+ HEA kEAZ,C> > 0.

a=1 b=1 a=1 b=1
(9)

The positive definiteness of the matrices ¢qp, Aqp and the positivity of 6 en-
sure the positivity of (), which means that the second law of thermodynamics
is satisfied.

The functions describing the thermodynamic state of the medium are cal-
culated using the derivatives of the generalized internal energy, the pressure
of the mixture reads as p = p2Ep, and the shear stress reads as o;; =
—pAkiEa,;-

The energy conservation equation (first law of thermodynamics) holds for
the system (1) - (7) in the form

Ip(E +v''/2)  d(pv"(E +v'v'/2) + TI)
+
ot oxy,

—0, (10)

where I = v*p — vioy + Z pU ’UJaEwk + Z pEc, B, is the energy flux.

The presented system (1) - (7) can be transformed to a symmetric form
using generating variables and generating potential, as is usually done in
Symmetric Hyperbolic Thermodynamically Compatible (SHTC) theory [8].
If we assume that this system belongs to the class of SHTC systems, then
it requires convexity of the generalized internal energy, although proving
convexity is a very difficult task. However, if the energy is not convex and
the Hessian matrix consisting of the second derivatives of the energy with
respect to the state variables has zero eigenvalues, then the system is still
hyperbolic, since the equations have an independent set of eigenvectors and
belong to Hyperbolic Thermodynamically Compatible (HT'C) class.

In the paper, we consider a three-phase model of a deformable porous
medium saturated with a mixture of two fluids, and the closing relations for
such a mixture are presented below. As is noted above, the main closing
relation for (1) - (7) is the generalized energy E and we define it as a sum
of the kinematic energy of the relative motion F1, the energy of volumetric
deformation Es, and the energy of shear deformation E3:

E = Eq(c1,c2, w1, w2) + Ea(a, a2, ¢1, ¢, p, 8) + Ez(cy,c2,p,8,A), (11)
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where

2
—%anww —*an , (12)
a=1

pEa(ar, ag,c1,c0,p,8) = 041P1€1(P1, s) +042P2€2(P27 s) +azpses(ps, s), (13)

Es = 8 v (tr(g?) —3). (14)

The energy of relative motion (12) can be determined in a single way if

the kinetic energy of the motion of the mixture is defined as the sum of the
kinetic energies of the phases because the following identity takes place

vt vivt vl U
E — 171 3V 3 15
P<2 + 1> a1p1 4 +a2p22 9 (15)
We take the volumetric deformation energy (13) as the mass-averaged en-
ergy of the phases e,(pq, s), (e = 1,2,3). For calculation of thermodynamic
forces E,, E.,, Eq, it is convenient to consider an equivalent form of (13)

C C C
Es(aq,a,c1,c2,p,8) = creq (p173> + c2e2 (M,S> + c3es <p378) .
a1 a9 Qs
(

16)

The energy Fs5 of shear deformation depends on the distortion of the entire
mixture through the normalized Finger strain tensor g: g = G/(detG)'/3,
G =ATA, and cs,m 18 the squared shear sound velocity of the mixture. The
shear sound velocity of the mixture should depend on the phase ratio and is
defined by the simple mixture rule

2 2 2 2
Cs M = C1C51 + C2C5 9 + C3C5 3, (17)

where ¢5 4, a = 1, 2,3 are phase shear sound velocities connected with phase
shear moduli p, by relation cia = lq/pe. In our case, we assume that the
saturating fluids are inviscid and that their shear moduli are zero p, = 0,a =

1,2. Thus, the mixture shear sound velocity reads as

Gy =ty =(1—c—c)cls (18)
and the fluids viscosity affects only the interfacial friction coefficients.
Thermodynamic forces FE,,, E,, FEa,;, Eyi, FEe,, p = ,02Ep7
o = —pAkiEAk]., T = E; can be computed with the use of definition of
generalized internal energy (11) - (18)
Eo, =" (a=1,2), p=p’E,=c1pi + azps + asps,
: A 2 pe3
ng = %A T <g2 - tr(sg )I) y  Oij = — M (gzk:.gk] 3gmngnm5ij) s
B = CaWl — ca(crwt + cowd) = co(vE — vt), (19)
Ee, =€a+ L5 —e5— %_EE + 3wl (wh — cywi — coud), (a=1,2),

E —T_C]_ael +C2862 +C 663
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In the next section, when deriving equations for small-amplitude wave
fields, we will use the equivalent (1) - (7) system of equations written in
terms of phase state variables:

O(a1p1vt + agpavl + azpsvs) N

ot
O(1p1vivf + anpavivl + azpaviul + Pk — o) _ 0, (20a)
oxy
Ay, A7 i (0Ai  0A;j i
ot " om, U dzj  Omy 6 o
daipy  Oaipivl
_ 2
o Oz b 0
dazps | Dagpavh
0 20d
o Oxy, ’ 0
k
dasps n dazpavy 0, (20e)

ot oxy,

Owk . 9, ((v{ 1 —vlv])/2+ e1 +p1/p1 — es — ps/p3 +E3/C3)

ot D +
v TJ;Z — Ta;k = _Al7 (20f)
awig N 0 ((Ugvg - vévé)/2 + ez +pa/p2 —e3 —p3/p3+ E3/03> N

ot 8:ck

owk  owl

v <3$z2 - &ci) = —Aga (20g)
dpa dpaqv®

R s
0 0 k )

e, e
Ops n dpsvF B

ot oxy,

2 2 2 2
p 1 )
(S ottt 3 Ak b, ) 20t

a=1b=1 a=1b=1
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3 Governing equations for wave propagation in the porous
medium saturated by two-fluid mixture

Our main goal is to study the propagation of small-amplitude waves in
a stationary medium, and in this section we derive equations to describe
wave processes. The derivation method is based on a standard linearization
procedure similar to that described in |9] for a simpler model of an elastic
porous medium saturated with a single fluid.

We are particularly interested in studying the variability of wave fields
with changes in temperature near the freezing point of the saturating lig-
uid. The rheological properties of a porous medium near the freezing points
of the saturating liquid can vary greatly even with small changes in tem-
perature. An initially "frozen" medium such as permafrost or gas hydrate
becomes porous as the temperature increases, and the pores are filled with
liquid. With an increase in temperature, the size of the pores increases and
the liquid can release gas. This is why we are considering a three-phase
medium, a mixture of solid, liquid, and gas phases. It is obvious that the
material parameters of the medium, namely, density, speed of sound, etc.,
depend on temperature. We want to obtain equations for wave fields that
are applicable at different temperatures, so we will assume that the lineariza-
tion is performed for a medium in equilibrium at a fixed temperature, which
can have different values. Since the range of temperature variations near
the freezing point of a liquid under consideration is only a few degrees, we
neglect the change in density and sound speed with temperature variation
and consider them constant. Porosity can increase significantly from 0 as
the saturating liquid melts, so we study the dependence of wave fields only
on temperature changes in porosity and material parameters that depend
significantly on it.

Thus, let us assume that in a stationary initial motionless state of a
medium with a given porosity, the shear stress tensor is zero, the pressure is
equal to the external atmospheric pressure, and the temperature corresponds
to a constant external temperature and can vary. The given initial state of
the medium corresponds to the values of its state variables:

_ -0
Qg = O,

Pa = ,02, Uziz =0, s=s0, Ay= Agj’ (21)

moreover, the constants pY, pJ, p9, sp are determined from the conditions of
external equilibrium p1(p{, s0) = pa(p3: 50) = pa(ps s0) = po. T(6S, p3: 50) =
Ty, where pg, Ty are the external pressure and temperature.

We are interested in temperature variations in the range of several degrees
near the freezing point of the saturating liquid. In such a range of tempera-
ture changes, the density variations of the three phases are negligibly small
(note that the coefficient of volumetric thermal expansions of gas and liquid
are of the order of 1073 — 107K !, and the coefficient of linear expansion
of the skeleton material is of the order of 107K ~1). Therefore, in order
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to simplify the derived equations, we assume that a change in the exter-
nal temperature does not lead to a change in the phase densities and we will
assume that p9, p9, pg are constants independent of temperature and, accord-
ingly, the deformed state of the medium corresponds to the distortion values
A% = 0;; for an unstressed state of the medium. We can also assume, due
to the smallness of the change in initial density with temperature variations,
that the initial temperature corresponds to the initial entropy sg = 0.

The solution to the system (1) - (7) can be found as a small perturbation

of the initial state:
o = a2+A0¢k, Pk = pg—i—Apk, Ufﬂ = Av};, s = so+As, Aijj = §ij+AA;. (22)

Note that Aay+Aas+Aas = 0, since a; +as+a3z = 1 and a(l)+ag+ozg =1.
Substituting this perturbation into (1) - (7) and discarding perturbations
of the solution of order A% and higher, we obtain the following system

(Y Avi + a9pd AVl + adpl Avi) n O(Apdi, — Aoy)

2 Ser =0, (23a)
a(a?Am(; AAm) | G(a?apjfv’f) o, (23c)
a(agAm(;t- pIAQs) n 8(04(2);3?7’5) -0, (23d)
a<a§Ap3£ Aiaz) 8(0486/;8?@’3?) _o, (23¢)
8(Avfa; Avg) 0 (Apl/ng_k Aps/08) _  ppk (231)
8(Av§8; Avg) D (AP2/P§$’€ Aps/ps) _ | AL, (23g)
62:41 _ _A®, (23h)
82;12 _ _AD,, (231)
0As _ o (23))

ot
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2
PCs 3

HereAp = A(aipr + agpe + azps), Aoy = —A (CST (gikgkj - %glkgklfsij))a
2
ANE = A (X3 A,y ), ABA = A <csc;3A—T G t’“<§2>1>>, AP, =

A (P Zg=1 ¢abEab>~

It should be noted immediately that from equation (23j) it follows that
As = 0 and equation (23j) can be neglected. Let us make a further simplify-
ing assumption about the instantaneous relaxation of the phase pressures to
a common value. Since the pressures are equalized due to the propagation
of waves and their reflection from the phase boundaries, and the charac-
teristic scale of the pore space is small compared to the scales of seismic
waves, this assumption is valid. Instantaneous pressure relaxation means
Ap; = Aps = Aps, and we obtain for the phase densities perturbations

the phase bulk moduli.

In the complete modified PDE system for wave propagation, two equations
(23h), (23i) for perturbations of volume fractions should be replaced by the
algebraic equation (24). As a result, to derive PDEs for Aoy, Aag, Apy,
Apg and Aps it is necessary to use the equations (23c) - (23e) and (24).

For interphase friction terms, using (19) and assuming that A\ is constant,
we obtain AAY = Zi:l )‘abAEw{j = lezl Aab (AW — A (c1 Awt + caAwd)),
where Awy, = Av), — Avs, g = agpl/p°, p° = afp} + afpd + afpf.

Since we are dealing with small deformations of the medium, we in-
troduce a new state variable ¢ = %(AA + AAT) - the small strain ten-
sor. For infinitesimal deformations, the Finger strain tensor reads G =
I+ 2¢, and then the normalized Finger tensor can be computed as Ag =
2(e — tr(e)I. To calculate AEa, one needs to use Ag = 2(¢ — $tr(e)I)

and A (g2 - @I) = 2(Ag— %tr(Ag)I). Finally, we obtain AFA =

Ky Ky K3
—OAm = 70AP2 = T]Apza (24)
P1 P2 P3
_ 09p _ 00p2 _ 00ps
where K1 = pigoly —p0,s=00 K2 = pagg | po=rg.s=0s K3 = P3| py=p,s—0 are

3
20%6373(8 - %tr(e)l). Similarly, one can compute the perturbation of the
stress tensor Ao;; = 2cgc§73(€ij — %(611 + £22 + €33)035)-
Since we now use the small strain tensor €;; as a measure of deformation,
instead of the distortion equation, we can use the equation for ¢;; in the form

dg;’“ +% (aanZJ + 8(%”, =— GA““ , which can be derived using the definition
J

of ;5 and equation (23b).

We can now write the complete system for wave propagation by introduc-
ing the following new notation for the wavefield variables:
Vi = JAvt + QAvE + §AvE - total velocity of the three-phase mixture;
WE = Avf — Ak WE = Avk — Avk - relative velocities,
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Yk = 2030373 (aj — % (e11 + €922 + 533)), - shear stress, P = Ap; =
K1Apy = Apy = KoAps = Aps = K3Aps - pressure of the mixture.

Using the above notations, we arrive at the following system of linear
differential equations:

ovi OP 0%y

_ — ! 2
PO~ 5t + Ox;  Oxy, ’ (252)
oW} 1 1\0P .
) I = Al 25b
o (p‘f p%) D v (255)
w; 1 1)\0P :
et (-2 ) = =t (250)
ot py  ps) Ox;
a—P+K8Vk+K’6W1k+K’a—w2k—0 (25d)
ot Ory, 'Oy 0wy
0%k ovi  gvk 2 ovt av:  av3 Yik
—p + =) — 3%k + + =
ot 8:Bk ém 3 8.%1 6932 8%3 T
(25€)
where ¢ = ajpl/ pola = 1.2), po = afp?) + afpf + afp,
0 0 0\ —
K = (%11 + % + %) is the bulk modulus of the mixture and K! =
(@) — K, a = 1,2. ®! defines the external force source that excites the

wave field. . ' ‘ ‘ '

Interfacial friction terms read as A} = )\Hcg(Vf -V + A2c(Vy — V),
Ay = Aglcﬁ)(Vl’—VZ)—i—)\ggcg(Vg—Vl'), Vi = Av}, Vy = Avl. Their equivalent
form can be written in terms of W as

AL = Ny W+ N W3, Al = Ny, W + Xy, W3, (26a)
Np A\ _ (A A (1—c)e}  —cich (26b)
b1 Ay Ao Az2 - (1= )

Below we will clarify the choice of \;; for a solid-liquid-gas mixture.

3.1. Hyperbolicity and energy dissipation. The derived linear system
(25) for small amplitude wave propagation in deformed porous medium satu-
rated with a mixture of two fluids is hyperbolic (symmetric hyperbolic in the
sense of Friedrichs). The interfacial friction terms in equations (25b), (25¢)
and the shear stress relaxation term in (25e) are dissipative, which means
that they provide wave attenuation and dissipation of the energy.
Symmetric hyperbolicity can be proved by the standard procedure of
SHTC theory. To do this, it is necessary to define the generating poten-
tial and the generating variables (see, for example, [6], [8]). The energy (11)
reduced to the case of small perturbations for the system (25) can be taken
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in the form
2 2
ViVi | po it PO ; 1 i
£ = 1V Fo OWZWZ—f 0W22 7P2 J J' 927
po 2 + 2 ;Ca a a 2 (; Ca a) + 2K + 2,u ( )

If we multiply equations (25a) - (25¢) by &, = V7, Ewi = po(AWi —
A(AWE + W), Ep = P/K, &, = Zi/p accordingly and sum all up,
then we obtain the energy balance law in the form

o ol

where II; = PVE 4+ (a0 — Q) PWF — £,V is the energy flux and Q =
5W;'Afz + M—lTEikEik is the energy loss.

Following SHTC theory, we introduce the generating variables as listed
factors to obtain the law of energy conservation:

(Q1,Q27-~-7Q19) = (gViangagW§7gP752ik)~ (29)
Then with the use of conservative variables
(LQNLCD""’LQM%) = (povian’WQiaP> Eik) (30)

the generating potential L = ¢;L,, — £ = £ can be calculated.
In terms of generating variables and potential, the system (25) can be
written in the Godunov form
dL, ~OMF
qi 9 _ Si (31)
ot Oxy,

where the potentials M* that generate the fluxes can be calculated similarly
to L: M+ = qiM(fi — I = Ig. S; are the source terms corresponding to the
equations in (25).

It is clear that the system (31) can be written in the equivalent quasilinear
form

0q; 0q;

‘h"b’% + Mziqj'ai;]i =5, (32)
with symmetric Hessian matrices at the derivatives. If the matrix Lg,q; is
positive definite, then (32) is a symmetric hyperbolic system in the sense of
Friedrichs. The positive definiteness of Ly, is easy to prove since the energy
(27) is a convex function.

Although the linear system of partial differential equations (25) is hyper-
bolic, its eigenvalues cannot be found explicitly. Let us just note that in the
presented model, as we will see in numerical section, there are three velocities
of sound, corresponding to two longitudinal and one transverse waves.

The energy loss is described by the negative source term —@Q in the energy
balance law (28), arising from interfacial friction and shear stress relaxation,
taken into account by the sources in (25b), (25c), (25e). These sources
produce dissipation, which leads to wave attenuation.

A porous medium saturated with a multiphase fluid has complex rheolog-
ical properties that affect the attenuation of seismic waves. The rheology
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of such a medium depends on its structure, the properties of the skeleton,
and saturating fluids, which in turn may depend on external conditions.
Important factors leading to the dissipation of seismic energy in a porous
deformable medium are interfacial friction and relaxation of shear stresses.
For the processes of interest to us, near the freezing point of the saturat-
ing liquid, a change in porosity occurs, which affects both the magnitude of
interfacial friction and the rate of stress relaxation. The numerical test prob-
lems considered below show how a change in porosity affects the properties
of seismic waves and their attenuation.

3.2. Interfacial friction and shear relaxation terms. Let us discuss
the choice of source terms for interfacial friction and their specific form for
a gas-liquid-solid mixture. The terms of the friction source in the equations
for the relative velocities read AY = A\j1cd(VF — Vi) + A2 (Ve — V), Ab =
A1 (VE = V) + Agacd (V4 — V) and include friction via differences between
the phase velocities V! and the velocity of the mixture V. Since we do not
have information about the influence of the friction force of one fluid on the
friction force of the other fluid, we assume Ao = 0, Ao; = 0. This assumption
gives us

AL = A (e} (1= D)W = 3 W3), Ay = Ao (— AW +c5(1 — ) W3). (33)

Friction coefficients must be determined for each specific case, which re-
quires both theoretical and experimental studies. Therefore, we take the
coeflicients based on empirical assumptions, limiting ourselves only to a qual-
itative study of wave fields. Let us assign numbers 1, 2 and 3 to the gas,
liquid, and solid phases, respectively. In the numerical examples below, we
assume that the friction coefficient between the gas and an entire mixture
is much lower than between the liquid and the entire mixture, which means
that Aj; << Agg. Since in the absence of a gas phase (¢! = 0) the coeffi-
cient Aoo models the friction between a liquid and a solid, it can be taken as
Aoz = 05 with 6y from [9]. Note that in [9] friction force is determined by a
comparison with Biot’s model. In the same way, for convenience, we denote
A =07 1 and use these parameters in the numerical simulations (see Tables
1 and 2).

As for the shear stress relaxation time, there are no data for porous me-
dia that could be used to determine its value and its dependence on state
variables. It is intuitively clear that for a porous medium with the same
skeleton material, with increasing porosity the material becomes "softer"
and the relaxation time should decrease.

Therefore, in the following, using numerical examples, we simply study
the properties of wave fields at different gas-to-liquid ratios and different
relaxation times. Of course, to solve practical problems, research is required,
both theoretical and experimental, to determine the material parameters of
porous media, including relaxation times and interfacial friction coefficients.
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Table 1. Physical parameters used for simulation in homo-
geneous test cases.

State Property Parameters Value Unit

Fluid1:

(air) Fluid density o 1.225 kg/m3
Sound velocity 1 330 m/s
Bulk modulus Ky =p)c  0.00013 GPa

Fluid2:

(water) Fluid density 0 1040 kg/m3
Sound velocity c2 1500 m/s
Bulk modulus Ky =p3c3 234 GPa

Solid phase: Solid density 0 2500 kg/m?
P-wave velocity Up 6155 m/s
S-wave velocity Vs 3787 m/s
Bulk velocity Cs 4332 m/s
Bulk modulus Kz =p3c2  46.91 GPa
Shear modulus p= piv? 35.85 GPa

Dissipative

parameters: Interphase friction 6, 3.36-10712 s
Interphase friction 6 3.36-1077 s
Relaxation time T 10~6 5

4 Numerical simulations

In this section, we numerically analyze the main features of small-ampli-
tude wave propagation in a porous medium associated with the presence of a
saturated compressible mixture of two fluids. For the numerical modeling of
the system (25), we use finite difference methods of a staggered grid [15]-[17],
which are well suited to solve symmetric hyperbolic first-order PDE systems
in the velocity-stress formulation. We have developed and implemented an
accurate fourth-order scheme in spatial variables and second-order in time
for the simulation of wave propagation in a porous medium. The details of
this scheme are given in the Appendix.

Test 1. We start the verification of the (25) model by considering a two-
dimensional homogeneous poroelastic medium saturated with a mixture of
water and gas in a solid deformable skeleton. The properties of the skeleton
and pore fluids are given in Table 1.

Simulations were performed for a computational model of 2200 %2200 grid
nodes with a uniform spatial grid cell of 2.5 - 107® m and a time step of
3.3-107? 5. The volumetric type source with a frequency of fo = 1 MHz was
placed in the centre of the computational model. To excite the volumetric
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type source, source terms were added to the right hand sides of the shear
stress relaxation equations (25e) for both components Y11, 392. A source
function was defined as the product of the Dirac delta function in space and
the pulse function of Ricker wavelet f(¢) in time:

F(t) = (1 =2 f§(t — to)*)exp[~m* f5 (t — t0)?], (34)

where fy is the source frequency and tg is the time wavelet delay, equal to
to = 1/ fo s in our considerations.

Let us analyze the effect of changing the volume of the saturating fluids
on the wave field characteristics. If only one phase is assumed in the model
(25) (there are no other two phases), the system of equations must describe
a purely elastic medium with given seismic velocities. Depending on the
chosen phase, it can be pure solid (a3 = 1), pure air (af = 1), or pure water
(a9 = 1). To verify this, we present the results of the numerical simulations
in Fig. 1, where the wave field snapshots of the norm of the total mixture
velocity vector ||V||? at time t = 51076 s are shown for different cases
of the phase volume ratio in the poroelastic model. In order to eliminate
the influence of the terms of friction between phases and stress relaxation
included as right-hand terms in the equation system (25), we first set them
to zero.

As expected, the obtained velocities correspond to the longitudinal wave
velocity for a pure solid (v, = 6155 m/s) and the sound velocities for pure
air (c1 = 330 m/s) and water (ca = 1500 m/s) given in Table 1. When
estimating velocities, we add a Ricker wavelet delay equal to 1-1076 s.

Note that in the case of a volumetric source, only one compressional wave
appears in a pure solid, water or air (Fig. la-1c), while in the poroelastic
case we observe the appearance of fast and slow (Biot mode) compressional
waves (Fig. 1d). The estimated velocities of 3817 m/s for the fast P-wave
and 329 m/s for the slow P-wave agree with the velocity dispersion curves
obtained using the standard methodology described in [9].

Test 2. Let us now analyze the influence of the phase ratio in the medium
on the formation of the wave field. We find it interesting to consider the effect
of the presence of air on the velocity of seismic waves. For this purpose, we
consider the poroelastic case (solid-+air) with different contents of the air
phase af and vanished relaxation terms 61 = 6 = 0,7 = oo.

Horizontal slices of the velocity V2 at zo = 0 for different of are shown
in Fig. 2. As can be seen, at o = 0, the wave velocity corresponds to
the velocity of the P wave in an elastic medium. The velocity of the P-wave
decreases as soon as even a small amount of air is present, while its amplitude
increases. In addition, the slow Biot P-wave appears. To clarify the details,
we show in Fig. 3 the zoomed fragment of Fig. 2. Note that the amplitude
of the Bio wave is inversely proportional to the value of alpha.

Test 3. Let us now analyze the influence of interfacial friction on the gen-
eration of the wave field. To do this, compare the horizontal wave field slices
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(solid+air):

(f) Poroelastic case
(solid+water—+air):

af =0.001,05 = 0,03 = 0.999 of =0.001,03 = 0.3,03 = 0.699

Figure 1. Snapshots of the wave field velocity ||V]|? for different

media: pure air (a), pure water (b), pure solid (c), porous medium

with solid and water (d), porous medium with solid and air (e) and
with solid, water and air (f) at time t =5-1076 s



Amplitude, [m)]

MODELING SEISMIC PROPERTIES OF FROZEN MEDIA B219

-4
x 10
6 —
a2:0
ar 9=0.1
a9=0.01

Amplitude, [m]

T v

_6 1 1 1 1 1
-0.02 -0.01 0 0.01 0.02
[

Figure 2. The horizontal slice of V2 at x5 = 0 for different
ay for the solid-air porous medium with parameters from Ta-

ble1 and volume phase fractions a? = 0,0.1,0.01,0.001 and

0 _ 0
013—1—041.

%x107°
2r a(l)ZO
15 - a‘f:O.l
A a2=0.01
2=0.001
0.5F
OF - = >
——&—‘
-0.5F
1t
-1.5F
-0.002 -0.001 0 0.001 0.002
X, [m]

Figure 3. Zoom version of Fig. 2.
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Figure 5. Zoom version of Fig. 4.
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Table 2. Physical parameters used for simulation model
with Talik Layer.

State Property Parameters Value Unit

Active layer:

(solid phase only) P-wave velocity Up 1800 m/s
S-wave velocity Vs 900 m/s
Density P 1500 kg/m?

Unfrozen layer:

(solid phase only) P-wave velocity Up 2400 m/s
S-wave velocity Vs 1800 m/s
Density P 2000 kg/m?

Permafrost layer:

(solid phase only) P-wave velocity Up 3800 m/s
S-wave velocity Vs 2400 m/s
Density P 2500 kg/m?

Talik layer:

(air phase) P-wave velocity Up 330 m/s
S-wave velocity Vs 0 m/s
Density p 1.25 kg/m?

Talik layer:

(water phase) P-wave velocity Up 1500 m/s
S-wave velocity Vs 0 m/s
Density p 1040 kg/m?

Talik layer:

(solid phase) P-wave velocity Up 3800 m/s
S-wave velocity Vs 2400 m/s
Density p 2500 kg/m?

Dissipative

parameters: Interphase friction 6 3.36-10712 s
Interphase friction 65 3.36-1077 s
Relaxation time T 10-¢ s

x9 = 0 of the V2 component simulated for the porous solid+water medium
with the parameters from Table 1, volume phase fractions a9 = 0.3, ag =0.7,
relaxation time 7 = 5 - 1077 and different values of interfacial friction 6, as
shown in Fig. 4. The comparison shows that interfacial friction has almost
no effect on the propagation velocity and amplitude of the fast P-wave. How-
ever, the slow P-wave responds to this influence by attenuating its amplitude.
The velocity of the slow P-wave also does not change significantly. It can be
concluded that interfacial friction mainly affects the amplitude of the Biot
wave, and the smaller the value of 05, the smaller the amplitude of the wave.
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Figure 8. Description of a layered permafrost model with a
talik zone.

Test 4. Let us now analyze the influence of the relaxation time on the
wave field generation. Consider the same model as in the previous Test 3,
fix the interphase friction #3 = 3.36- 1077 and start to vary the values of the
relaxation time 7.

By analogy with the previous figures, the horizontal through 22 = 0 wave
field slices of the component V2 for the porous solid+water medium with
parameters from Tablel, interphase friction #y = 3.36 - 10~7 and different
values of the relaxation time 7 are shown in Fig. 6 with the zoomed version
in Fig. 7. As can be seen from the plots, the relaxation time affects both
fast and slow P-wave amplitudes and shape. The smaller the 7 parameter,
the greater the attenuation.

Test 5. In this section, we analyze the seismic wave propagation for the
permafrost model.

Based on the studies carried out in [18], we will use a typical geological
profile of a permafrost area, shown in Fig. 8. The model has an upper active
layer that is subject to seasonal thawing and freezing to a depth of 5 meters.
From 20 to 60 meters is the permafrost zone. Between the active layer and
the permafrost, at a depth of 5 to 20 meters, there is a zone of non-freezing
talik. This layer usually forms when the permafrost thaws due to climate
change or other factors. Below 60 meters there are bedrock formations. The
seismic parameters of the model are given in Table 2.
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Figure 9. Snapshots of the wave field component V2 for model
with talik layer at time t = 0.1 s.
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Figure 10. Seismograms of the V2 velocity recorded in re-
ceivers on the free surface with a step 0.2m for two models
with Talik layer:

(a) af =0.001, 03 = 0.2,a] = 0.799, 6, = 6 = 00, T = 00;
(b) & = 0.1,6 = 0.2,af = 0.7,0; = 3.36 - 107120, =
3.36-1077,7 =107

Several numerical experiments have been carried out assuming that the
phase ratio in the talik zone varies as well as the magnitude of the interfacial
friction and the relaxation time. We assume that during heating or freezing,
the proportion of air and liquid phases in this layer can change, leading to
a change in the phase ratio in the mathematical model. The aim of these
experiments was to demonstrate the significant influence of the phase ratio
in poroelastic media on the behavior of the seismic wave field.

Simulations were performed for a computational model of 3000 1250 grid
nodes with a uniform spatial grid cell of 0.2 m and a time step of 2.5 - 1075
s up to time t = 0.1 s. The vertical source with frequency fo = 150 Hz was
located on a free surface in the center.

Fig. 9 shows snapshots of the wave field component V2 for the model
with talik layer at time ¢ = 0.1 s. We consider three variants of talik layer
content:

. a1—0001 a2 0.2 g
7

, 0.799,01 = 0 = 00, 7 = 00 ;

ad = 0.799,0, = 3.36 - 101292 3.36 -

10-7,7 = 105
.a1_01a2_0 —0.7,6, = 3.36-10712,6, = 3.36 - 107,
1075

We see that adding dissipative mechanisms and increasing the air content
in the talik formation leads to a change in the wave field behavior. As the
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air content of the layer increases, this change becomes significant. This fact
is confirmed by comparing seismogram of the V2 velocity recorded in free
surface receivers with 0.2 m spacing for two cases in Fig. 10.

5 Conclusion

The behavior of wave fields under temperature variations in a porous
medium saturated with a mixture of liquid and gas was studied. The mathe-
matical model is based on Hyperbolic Thermodynamically Compatible (HTC)
systems theory, and its governing equations are applicable for the description
of a compressible two-fluid mixture flow in a deformed porous medium. A
linearized version of the equations for small amplitude wave propagation is
derived and used for numerical modeling of seismic wave fields in poroelastic
media.

In order to verify the obtained system of equations, a series of numerical
tests were carried out. It has been shown that the proposed model works
even in limiting cases when the volume fraction of some phases becomes 1,
i.e. when the porous medium becomes pure elastic. The results obtained
are consistent with the general theory of porous media and, as in the Biot
model, the appearance of slow P-waves is observed. The calculated values
of the wave velocities agree with the theoretical ones with an accuracy up to
the error of the finite difference scheme.

The next step in the verification of the mathematical HT'C model was
to investigate the mechanisms of seismic wave attenuation included in the
system of equations. It should be noted that the main causes of seismic
energy absorption in poroelastic media are internal interfacial friction and
stress relaxation, which in turn depend on pressure, temperature changes
and, consequently, changes in the phase composition of the porous medium.
Numerical experiments have shown that interfacial friction mainly affects the
attenuation of the slow Biot P-wave, while the term responsible for shear
stress relaxation affects the attenuation of the amplitudes of the fast and
slow P-waves. Note that in the seismic frequency range, the slow P-wave
attenuates very quickly and is not taken into account when interpreting
seismic data.

We have also used the HTC model to simulate seismic wave propagation
for a permafrost model with a talik and active layers. By varying the gas
and liquid phase content and the relaxation mechanisms in the talik layer,
we have shown their significant influence on seismic waves and the need for
more specific models to simulate seismic waves in thawing zones.

Appendix

In Appendix a numerical scheme obtained by the staggered-grid finite
difference approach for the approximation of the system (25) is presented.
The derivation of the scheme is done by analogy with [10], [16].
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Figure 11. The relative position of deviatoric stresses, pres-
sure, mixture velocities and relative velocities on the stag-
gered grid.

First, within the (¢, x1, x2) time-space framework, we construct a grid with
integer nodes at t" = nAt, 2% = iAxy, ¥} = jAzs and semi-integer nodes at
2 = (4 1/2)AL, 20 = (i 4+ 1/2) Az, 2% = (j+1/2) Aza, where
At, Axy, Azs represent the grid spacings in time and space.

The staggered-grid finite difference method is based on the finite volume
discretization method presented in particular in [19], and is often applied
to systems of equations derived from physical conservation laws. A key ad-
vantage of this approach is that it eliminates the need to approximate fluxes
during the solution as the flux values are known, increasing the efficiency and
reliability of the method. As part of this technique, we define the stresses and
velocities at different grid points in space and time to provide a fourth-order
accuracy approximation with a minimal difference scheme template.

The material parameters are assumed to remain constant within each grid

i—1/2  _i+1/2 j—1/2 _j+1/2 . - o
cell [z /7, zy" /7] x [y /7, x5 /7], allowing potential discontinuities along
the grid boundaries.

The mixture velocity V! and the relative velocities Wi, W3 are defined
in nodes (n,i+1/2, ) and are denoted (Vl)?ﬂ/w7 (Wll)?—i-l/Q,j’ (W21)ln+1/2,j'
Similarly, the components V2, W2, W2 are defined at the nodes (n,4,5+1/2)
and are denoted as (Y/Q)Zj“/2 and (WIZ)ZJ'H/W (Wg)ZjH/Q.

The pressure and deviatoric stresses are assigned to the integer nodes in
@—f-l/2 (E 1)@—?-1/2
i i
(E22)Z?1/2, and the shear stress is assigned to the nodes (n+1/2,i4+1/2,j+
1/2) and is denoted as (212)?111/22’%1/2. The spatial arrangement of the nodes
on the staggered grid is shown in Fig.11.

space and semi-integer nodes in time (n+1/2,14,5) as (P)
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For compactness, let us introduce a few notations for a discrete function

f@??j = f(tn7$li>x%):

e Second-order central difference operators

) R ) v I e )
Dy[f]}; = : AL I Adfli; = : 5 L (35)
e Fourth-order central difference operators (Levander stencil)
n 1 9 n n 1 n n
DlflEs = g { § (Dvms = Dves) = g7 (Dl = Dia) ). (0

Da[f]; = Aim {% (D12 = (Nij=1/2) — 2*14 ((N)ijas2 — (f)ijB/‘z)} , @37

e Volumetric arithmetic averaging
<f>?+1/27j = (fiY + fi15)/2, <f>2j+1/2 = (£ + fil+1)/2, (38)

e Harmonic averaging by [20]

=

~1
. 1 1 1 1
{f}¢+1/2,j+1/2 = [ (n t o T T )] . (39)
Iy iy flia fagn

Using these notation, the finite difference equations can be written as
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DV =~ (1/0%)i 1179, D1 [P+

e 1};1/2’j 1/2 1/2
+ <1/p0>i+1/27j <D1 [211]i+1/2,j + D2[212]i+1/2,j> + ((I)l)i+1/2,j’
n—1/2 n—1/2
Dt[v2]i,j+1/2 == <1/'00>i,j+1/2 Do[Pl; ; h ot
n—1/2 n—1/2 n—1/2
+ <1/p0>i,j+1/2 (Dl [212]1’7]'-&-1/2 + D2[222]i,j+1/2> + ((I)z)i,j+1/2’
n—1/2 n—1/2 n—1/2
Dt[Wll]iH/z,j = <1/P(1) - 1/pg>i+1/2,j Dy [P]i+1/2,j - At[AHi—i—l/Zj’

n—1/2 n—1/2 n—1/2
Dt[W21]i+1//2,j == <1/Pg - 1/pg>i+1/2,j Dy [P]i+1//2,j - At[A%]i+1//2,j’

n—1/2 n—1/2 n—1/2
Dt[le]i,jJr{/z = - <1/P(1) - 1/Pg>i7j+1/2 DQ[P]i’j+{/2 - At[A%]i’jJr{/Q?

n—1/2 n—1/2 n—1/2
Dt[Wg]i,jJr{/z = - <1/p8 - 1/Pg>i7j+1/2 DQ[P]@'J+{/2 - At[A%]i7j+{/27

Dy[P]7; = —(K)i; (Dl[Vl]?,j + D2[V2]Zj) -
—(K1)i (Dl[Wf]?f,j + Dy [Wf]?,j) — (K3)i, (Dl[Wzl]?,j + Dy [WQQ]Z]-) ;

Dt[Ell]Zj = (,u)m (%Dl[Vl]ZJ - %DQ[VQ]Z]) - (1/T)i,jAt[Ell]Zj’
DilZa)l; = ()i (302[1/2]2]. - %Dl[vl];fj) — (1/7)ij AdEaa]?,

Dt[ZIQ]?+1/27j+1/2 ={1}iv1/2,5412 <D1 [VZ]?+1/2,j+1/2 + D2[V1]?+1/2,j+1/2> -
- {1/T}i+1/2,j+1/2 At[212]?+1/2,j+1/2‘

The scheme obtained is an explicit finite difference scheme of forth-order
accuracy in time and space for a homogeneous elastic medium. The stability
conditions and dispersion properties can be found in [15].
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